Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/04/03 : CIA-RDP90T00782R000100110011-0

Over the past month, CYA has been the subject of an
unprecedented voluue of publicity centering around the 0.2
project, The press in this country and asbrosd has devoted
an enormous amount of space to reporting and amalyzing
all sspects of the inclident on 1 May, we ure glad thet
the publicity is now diminishing and belfeve that it will
continue to do so..

Undesirable as exposure is, we cun take comfori from
the fact that in this country and in other free world areas,
thers hss heen & gratifying recognition of the Agency's
efforts and, even nmore i{mportant, an awareness of the
continuing need for fintelligence mctivities.

On the whole, domestic opinion has been overwhelningly
favorable to the Agemcy., The leaders of Congress have
generally praised the Agency's role; responsible newspapers
have supported the need to collect intelligence; and
hundreds of private citizens have writtem directly to
express thely support., There hus been some adverse eritiche,
of course, but this has been concentruated on incidental parts
of the operastions or against policy decisions which did nmot
involve the Agenoy.

We have achieved two principal things. One, }he results
of this collection effort have significuntly benefited

national security. Two, we have demonstrated to the world
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that such an opefa%ion can be conducted in secrecy for
over four yeurs. All of the people involved, and this
includes representutives of all of the intelligence components
ia oar govermment, have perforsed efficiently and sescurely
and they are to be highly ;raisad.

I am enclosfing a copy of ny statement made in Executive
session before the zenate Foreign Relations Committee.
A similar statemeni wus nmade before the Mouse Forelgn
Affairs Comnittee. This statement hes not been made
publie, and 1t should not be disclosed. It should be
closely held by you and your immediate staff. There ure
also enclosed statements by the President, Representative
Clarancé Cannon and Senator Lyndom B. Johnson.

The official inquirfes are about completed, and it
is now time to look shead. The past month has not changed
any of the priority targets for intelligence collection.
The Communists stand exposed to the world as obsessed
with secrecy, and uss still motivated by a hostile attitude
toward the United States. It now falls on all of us to
increase our efforts und to bring all omr ingenuity teo
bear in devising new methods to collect the intelligence

which is vital to our mational security.
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